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or less talk about the existence of a great continent that must
lie somewhere far south of the Indies.

In order not to complicate matters any further let us start with
the year 1600. By then the road to the Indies by way of the
Cape of Good Hope had already become an old story. On the
continent of America cities had been built, civil and ecclesiastical
authorities had been duly installed, churches had been erected,
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universities had been founded, and printing-presses were at
work on books that bore the imprint of the New World,

The impossibility of a short cut to the Indies by way of the
polar regions had definitely been demonstrated by the disastrous
expedition of the Dutch to Nova Zembla. Both the Indies and
the Spice Islands had already enriched four generations of white
investigators. Ships of a dozen nations were busily exploring
every cove and bay of Asia, Africa, and the Americas, and maps
of tie Atlantic and Pacific Oceans showed that the geographers
had made excellent use of the information brought home by
skippers and pilots.

The people of Europe had reason to be proud of themselves,
Within the memory of man all the old barriers had been broken